Dear Teacher…
I am a parent. My child may come to the Early Childhood Centre where you are working and where
you may be considering doing some small research project. There are some things I wanted you to
think about if this is the case. I think ‘seeing it’ all from my point of view might help you think about
what you are doing and why you are doing it. So, here are some questions…I’ve left places that you
might use to answer me…I wonder what you will say?

Who are you? Do I know you? Do we have a
relationship and can I trust you? What do you
value about me and my child?
What is it that you want to know about the
Centre and what my child does when he is there?
Why is it important for you to know this? Will it
be important for me too? How might it affect my
child?
How will you find out what you want to know?
As you find out, will my child be affected? As
you are concentrating on this will other parts of
my child’s learning be affected?
What are you going to do with what you find
out?
Who will see and hear about what you find out?
Will you be taking photographs of my child?
Will I be able to see them before you show
anyone else? What if I don’t like them? What if
the things you find out are embarrassing to me
will you still write them?
I would like to know all about this project so that
I can decide what to do for my family. How can I
be sure you’ve told me everything?
English is not my first language and I may not
really understand what you are saying or what
you have given me to read. How will you ensure
that I do?
What if I don’t really want to do this but feel I
must because you are my child’s teacher and I am
frightened of you? What if I say ‘yes’ to start
with and then change my mind. Will that affect
how you treat me and my child?

As a parent, I’ve never been asked to be involved in research before and I’m really worried and a little
nervous of what it’s all about. I’m relying on you as a teacher and a ‘professional’ to guide and
protect me and my family in this so I want to know what will happen.
Yours faithfully,

A.Parent (Mrs)

